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THE OPERATIONS OF THE THIRD BATTALICN, 506th
PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGIMENT (10)st AIRHDRNE DIVISION)
- AT THE MARSHALLING AREA IN ENGLAND
AND IN HOLIAND FROM 14 - 19 SEPT 44
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Peraonal experience of a Battalion Intelligence Officer)

INTRODU QT ION
It :was 4n Sei:tember 194, and our armies had battered the German forces
in the west wntil their lines stretched thinly from Antwerp southward through
Aachen, Metz, and Belfort to the border of Switzerland, (Map A)

Geneml.Eisénhower had annoimced that five panzer diviaiona. Iad been
totally destroyed, six others badly mauled, twenty infantry divisions had
been eiiminated, and twelve more were oampletély disorganlzed. The Germans
had lost aboub 400,000 soldiers compared to our losses of 112,673, (1)

The once powerful Nazi wer machine now seemed shoc;ked and stunned to
find themselves being pushed back by the fast moving Allied Forces, The
Alliea had been advancing rapidly eince ﬁhe Normandy invasion. The Germans
continued their retreat, amxicus to uccgpjr the strong defensive positions in
the Vosges liount.gfjns, and along the well plan_ned Siegfried Line wrich was
" reinforced by tha Rhine R'iver. (2)  '

Tt appearsd that the Germsns already ad definite plans to make their
present positions impregnable. They seemed to know that any major pene-
tration would pos?aibly soand doom and bring destruction to their "Fatherland",
(3) ' |

Although the: Allies tad been exveedingly successful in their fast sweep
throﬁgh France and Belgium, many new j:rohlems were facing them, The most
difficult of these problems were those involving all classes of supplies,
Never in history had a been &0 expensive in hlateriel @ demanded such
‘quantities of ammunition; gasoline, food, clothing, and the meny other
vital items required by modern warfare. (4) _

The Allied Armiss hid stretohed their sipply routes and had overloaded
- them alnost to the breadng point. ‘the highways over France and Belgium
(1) A<, p. 3165 (2) A-2} P 3205 (3) A2, po 3213 (4) A3, p 1L,
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were beginning t..o crumble under the constant rolling of the heavily loaded
supply trucks. The railrcads, still suffering from the Naai plunder:lngl and
the Allied bombings, could offer little aid in transporting our supplies,
The only servicesbls seaport in the Allied area was at Cherbourg and 1t was
loéated too far in the rear. The harbor facilities at Cherbourg wers already
strajning under the excessive amount of supplies réquired to feed our front
lines, (5)

These inecreased problems o logistica amd a more determined ensmy caused
the Alli.ea to halt their advance, It was now the time to taks an inventory
of our front a_nd-foﬁnulat.e new plans « something lad to be dore to solve the
supply probl_ems‘ (6)

About the middle of September 1944, the high command—feund-4he Canadian

- First Army amd the British Second Amy”;giated along the Meuse — Egcaut Canal;
‘the American First Amy was bitterly engaged south of Aachen and had almost

pushed through Luxembourg; the U, S, Third Amy ocoupled the high ground
along the Hose]ie River, The U, S. Seventh Army and the French Farces ware
in contact with the U. Sl. Third Afmy vest of Epinal, France. (7) (Map A’)-
| ALLIED STRATHGY |
Our armiss had consolidated their positions ani were poised for what

looked to be & 16:15 and delibsrate war. The high commgnd, still reallzing

the oritical supply situation confronting the front line divl st on; dresaded
the thought of a prolonged war, They devised an ambit’ﬁ./ms plan aimed at the
stomach o the Axls and, if succesaful, it would bring Germany to her knees.
The strategy was to make a powerful aml swift attadc in the north, plerce the
German right flank, anci selze bridgeheads across the northern Rhihe Rivere
Thie plan would cpen the port of Amtwerp, avold an expensive frontal a.ssault.-
on the Seigfried: Line, .and also give the Allied Forces an open gateway to
Berlin. The Allied commanders were convinced that t.hié plan wonld not oniy
shérten the war,'but also relieve our far reaching supply routes. (8) (Map A)
(5) Asl, p. 318; (6) A=3, ps 11; (7) A~b, D 665 (8) A~5, pe T2.
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OPERATION "MARKGT-GARDEN"

The spaarhesd of the plan, to roll thraigh ¢te Germn morthern flank,
was to ko the Bt‘:j.t.iah Second Army, caumnded by Lieutenant General Miles
Dempaey, & newly organized airborne army, under Lisutenant General Lewls
H. Brereton, was to assist the Britigh and act as the polmt of the spear,
The First Allied Airborme Amy consisted of one British alrbome division,
two American airbomé di visions, one Polish brigade, Air Force units, amd
cther special t.réops. (9) |

Operation “Market-Garden' was the code nams glven the overall airground
operétion. The ground phase ﬁas known as "Garden". Ite mission called for .
the B_i'i.tish Second Army to attack adiride the ‘Maes, Waal, and Rhine Rivers,
following along -t.hé general axis of the cities Eindhoven-Ni jmegen-Arinhem,
ard to dommate the country between the Rhine River and the Zuider Zee. (10)

"dorket" was t.he code word pertaining to the alrborne phase. Ths over-
all sirbome objéo’c-ive was t o capture anl hold the vital crossings over the
canals and rivers on the .-Briti sh Second Amy's maln axis of advance, (11_).
The entire plen was to be put into action abat 15 Septenmber 1954._ The
ground and airborme units were expected to gain contact on D plus 3.. (12)

© PLANS (F THE FIRST ALLIED ATRPORNE ARMY

Oﬁ 10 _Septaﬁber'lgz;a, ‘General Breretan called his staff together am
discussed the varisd details of "Marketi, He designated British Tisutenart
General F. A, ¥, Browning as commander of the airborne assanlt forces (Pirst
Allied Airborne Corps). It was also decided that "Market" wauld be & daylight '
operation, This decilsion was made chiefly because of the effectivensss o
the German night fighter aircraft and General Braveton was certain that our
Alr Farce could maintain alr superiority during the day. Coordination and
troop cntrol would also be much better in the day. (13)

At a later mesting, units of ths Airborne Gd‘ba were sssigned their
migsions, The First British Airbome Diviaion, togather with the Polish
(9) Persormpl knowledga, (10} A-6, p. 2 (11) A6, p. 23 (12) Personal

| km"‘ladge: (13} A-7, p. 11,
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Brigade, wereg to_capturé and hold the bridges at Arnhem. The American 82nd
Airborne Divi sion was cardered to selze the bridges over the Maas Hiver at
Grave, over the Waal River at Nijmegen, aﬁd the bridge ové._r the Mass-Wasal °
Canals They were also to hold the key terraln between Grosbeek and Nijmegen.
The U. S, 10lst Airborne Bivision was given the mission to capture and hold
. the bridges over the Aa River amd the Willems-Vaart Canal at Veghel, over
the Donimel’ River: at St. Odenrode, and the bridges over the Welhelmia Canal
near Zon. Thay were also 'b.o capture; the city of Eindhoven. (14) (Map B}

The First Allied Airborne Army Staff had considerable weight lifted
from Ats shoulders when the declsion was finally reached to make "Market" a
- daylight operation. Ancther impertant decision was facing them, the selece
tion of the most favorable flight routes amd drop zones in the operational
area, Major General Jamas M, Gavin, Comnanding General of the 82d Alrborne
‘Dlvision, ata.ted:in his book, "Alrborne Warfare", "The selection of the drop
and landing zomes has a greater influence on the final eutcome of an airborne
operation than aﬁy other single planning step'. (15) |

After hours of staff study, two air routes and the landing areas were
solectod, The one northern route was scheduled to carry the First British
Airborne Division and the U. S, 82d Airborne Division. The drop zones for M
these divisions wéra dosignateds for the British, DZ "X", "Y", and "K"; ’/
for the 82d, DZ "N, "0", and "I", The nerthern rate was the most direct;
however, the flight time over énenw territory was longer than the other
route. _(16) (Map B) 1 e oot AR e /(JQ‘M @Af@{
| The secoml selected route, a southern r.oute,lwas assigned to the American
10let Airborne Division., This raite led them to drop zones labeled DZ "A',
‘MB", and "C". 'i'he southern route was the longest with most of the.flight balng
over friendly country, The greatest obstacle of this roaute was the many anti~
airoraft guns enéo.mtered when the farmation passed over the enemy front lines,
(17) (uep B)
(14) A~7, p. 12; (15) A~5, pe 81; (16) A~6, ps 73 (17) A<6, Appendix "B
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. PLANS OF ‘I‘HE 191;;1-. gRBDRNE DIVISTON
Genera]ly speaking, the operational areas assigned to ‘the 101st Alr-
borne-Divi sion were ideal sectors for an alrborne opsration, The country-
alde lent itself to many wide, flat, and open flelds which were exoellenﬁ
for parachute, < glider landinga; there were scattered woois which offered
the paratroopers dover and. concealment from the enemy. The ground was damp

and 808y, oroaséd by many drainage ditches and canals; however, this was no

‘obstacle to the airborne foot soldier. This type of berrain helped protect

the parachutists.from any great farce of enemy armor; it was good country
and t he troopers liked it for the opening round of fighting. (18)

With such favorable terrain, General Maxwell D. Taylor, Commanding
General of the 10lst Airbome Division, made plans to accomplish his divie
sion's mission by conomtrating forcaes &t strategic points along the
Eindhbven—Zon—Sté Qedenrode-Veghel corridar. The division was to selze ard

hold the vital bridges aml towns along this corridor until f orward units o

the British Second Army had passed through the 10Let lines, (19) (Map C)

~ The 10Lst hirborne Division contained thres parachute irfantry regi-
ments, one glider infantry regiment , m-tillery, and special units.. Thé
majority of these units composed the "D" day eehelon, excapting the glider

rogiment, a.rtillery and those units whose squipment was not alr transportabls.

- The more heavily equipped arganizations were gchednled to arrive on the battle

acene at a later ‘date., (20)

The three parachute infartry regiments were the 50lst, 5024 and the
506th. The mission of the.501st. Parachute Infantry Reglment was to drop on
Dz "A"', oabtum- the rallroad and highway bridges over the Aa River, amd the
Willem Vaart Canal, and then hold the town of Veghel, {21) (Map C)

The - 5Rd Ps_.fachat e Infantry Regiment was assigned the mission of secure
ing the limding zore for the glider echelon, seizing the higlway bridge at.
5t. Oedenroda and then be ready to relieve the 506th of their poa:l.‘b:l.ons at
(18) (19) Personal knowledge; {(20) 4-8, p. 267, (21) A~8, p. 267,
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Zon. (22) (Map G) o
_ -_Ths 506th Parachuts Infantiy Regimert was amsigned the mission of selz~
ing the bridge drpssing the Wilhelmina Ganal.near ﬁhe tom of Zon, capturing
the city of Eindhoven, and seizing the fair bridges whic¢h spanned the Commel
River in the city., (23) (Map _c) | _

The 10lst troops! moralé and spirit were extremely high. Their unit
training had been ver,fr thorough and demanding in all phases. The scheduls
had ordered all types of air ani grwnd problems, Among the small unit
s aders there were many veterans of the Normandy Campaign and they lacked
" no confidence in their combat ability. (24)

At 1900 hours, 16 September 1944, the detailed planning in all units of
the First Allied Airborne Army had been completed, General Brereton was
ready to throw the switeh which would put into action the largest airborne
operation ever attempted. (25)

| THE MARSHALLING AREA

A Marshalling Area included the departure airfiélda and the marshalling
camps normally used to concentmte personnel and equipnnnt prior to thelr
.participabim in an airborne operation,

‘ On 14 September 1944, the divisions of the alrborne army were quistly
_ waiting at their t:.ra.ining camps in England, The "Alert" call was sounded
and division planning wheel.é began to roll. They packed quickJ.y snd started
a.ilently-mo\d.ng into each assigned marshalling area, (26}

The British troops remained in their sealed areas near the town of
Swindbn. The 82d Airbome Division was marshalled in t.h.e Nottingham area and
the 10Llst Alrbome Division moved to several airfields scattered throughout
the New'bury. areg. 4 total of seven British and seventeen -Am_a.rican airfields
. were wsed to get operation "Market" airborne. (27) (Map )

THE 'I'HIRD BATTALION, 506th PARACHUTE INFANTRY ON D3

It was on lh-_Saptémbar 1944, when Colonel Robert F. Sink, Commanding

(22), (23), (24) Personal knowledge; (25), (26) A-7, p. L4 (27) A=7, p. L.
&
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Officer, 506th Parachute Infantry Reglmert , alerted his battalion commenders
in a meeting at regimental headciuarters. The commanders left the meetlng
ahd. returnad to their .fespective battalions anxious to start the initial
| preparationas, Tﬁey knaw exactly what to do because the 506th had been alerted
several times for other mission#. '_ After all preparstions ad been macle,. the mise
stons had been cancelled, (28) |

Maj.or Oliver M, Horton, Goxmnanding Officer, Third Battallon, 506th Para-.
chute Infantry, reached his headquarters and quietly called for the battalion
executive of ficer. After & short confersnce Major Robert F, Harwlck, the
executi.ve of ficer, sent for thé battelion steff and the goxﬁpany commanders,

A fow minutes later, the officers who wers to attend the meeting
strolled rather casually into battalion headcuerters. Each of them had a
notebook and the "this must be ancther show-down inspection" look upon thelr
face. The gro'up. ssluted and sested themselves arcund the commander's desk,
One could not help tut notice the tired and serious look on Major Horton's
face. After a few seconds the atmosphere of the room changed, am we knew
ancther airborne mission ha;d been born, (29) |

Maja Horton wasted no time, He quickly amounced, "Gentlemsn, this
battalion has besn alerted for an airborne miseion and must be prepared to
clear this camp not later than 0800 hours, 15 September”, Each officer in
the meeting seemed a bit surprised, but did nd appear too exclted abait the
miséicn. We were wondering exactly where ard when the jump \_vouid be, but
certainly we knew better than to ask the question. The answar would ocmne in
tims, (30) ‘ o

The commander continued in his slow, deliberate, sathern drawl, He
addressed the S-1, 1lst Lisutenamt Alex Bobuck, "Bo, get me rosters of all
bers_onn_el in tha_battélion who can make a combat jump, also get rostera of
' all personnel, including prisoners, who we will have to Isave behind, Those
troopers who do not. go with us will remsin in a base camp that, will be
.. (28), (29). (30), {31) Personal knowledge.
| 7
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' astablished ab regimnt. I wamt every physically £1t jusper to make this
operation’, (31) | :

¥a jor Harton then turned to the-. Battalion Operations Offioer, Captain
John Kiley, "John, cntact the S-4 and plan for the battalion to te packed
ard loasded in trucks not later than 0745 hours, 15 September. We will nqﬁ
carry any equipment except that reeded for combat, Get me a status repart
on all the battalions' crew-servéd weapons. 1 will give you mors details
concerring the move later in the afternooan's (32)

He looked at me, the ﬁattalion Intelligence Of;icer, "I want you teo
take your section and leave immediately fa the marshalling area. You wlll
notqfeturn'here. Go by regiment and contact the S-2, there you will be
‘Bigo%ad'-and briefed in the details of this operation. You w1l also be
fur nd shed maps, photos, and oﬁerlaya. Take that equipment and set up 2
briefing room in the marshslling area. Mske the room large enough to ac-
commodate a platoon, The S-3 will contact you tonlghtt,

Major Horton, facing the four company commander s, continued Ls suing

his fast and brief awder s, "I want all the assigned personnel sealed within
the battalisn ares as quidcly as possible, All leaves and pasess are can=
celled, Hereafter, no om will leave this area without a speaial pass, Haw
your troops pack all thelr persoml property in the "B' bags, fold the tunks,
and completely clear the barracks of all equipment, The S=~4, will contact you
later and i ssue instructions concerming all supplies and storage. Remember,
the battalion will teke nothing with them except combat clothing and weapons,
You will not disclose any inf amation concerning this mission tc; the troops,
I will tell them &t a battalion mass formation,” (33) |

The meeting ended as abruptly ss it hed begun, Tho officers returned
"to their unlbe and started the first phasa of "Market" preparations for
“movement to the merghalling areas,

- Thé men were not informed abaut the cauing operation, but everyone in

(31), (32), (33}, (34) Personal knowledge.
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the aren knew somatg:g "hot" was sbout to happen, g air surrounding us
seemed to get alose and tense. The entire battalion was st.eaminé with ex~
cltement, not the wild kind, but the kind of quick action and efficiency.
Hach soldier geemed to knov exactly what to do. Men were hurrying everywhare,
some turning in equipment ani others drawlng equipmerts Vehicles were coming
in and going out :of the areas The battalidn had it s throttle opened at full
speed.  (34) |
| Ai‘tar a short while the advance party assi gned to set up the briafing
room was reaqy to leave for the marshalling ares. The party was composed of
myself, members o the irtelligence section, two jesps, and trailsrs loaded
vith equipm_eht to be nszed in the briefing room. We had previmsly arganiz.ad
" & number of briefing rooms; therafore, the group had aceurulated mich ex-
perience and equipment, The only problam facing us was the time alement.
Would there be ehough time ? |
Equipment required to set up an efficlent and well orgardzed airbome
briefling room is not acapired throixgh normal sv.pply' chammaels or by requisi-
tions. The mterial we carried in the S-2 trallers had. besn primarily obe
tained through the effort.a of the it alligmca section. They had serounged
and’ "moonlight requisiti oned" most of the necessary items, The equipment we
| used included the following: several large electric ceiling lamps with re-
flectors to be used over the map and csverlay boards, 2 muber of large rec-
tangular plywood boards for mounting operational, documert s, an aerisl photo
interpreting k:l.t', several rolls of acetate, a bastard type of drafteman kit.,
blacl-c_ _élot.h to cover the Lop secret documents, g large quantlity of fine
_graihed white sa.nd for the sandtables, and many other minor it ems. To
those in higher headquarters this eqipmert meant nothing, tut to those at
battalion leval 1t was very difficult to obtaln, We treasmired sach plece
of 1t (35)
The advanced party arrived at the Ghilbolton Airpwt (Tl‘d.rd Battalion
(31.] (35) Peraonal knowledge,
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Mar shalling Area) and surveyod the maes of English Nisson hutments which
surrounded several long black-topped runways. A large hutmert wae s'elagted
for the briefing rooms The section unloaded the treilers and immediately
aterted ar ganizing the hut.ment. The map boards. were mnveniantly placed
about the room with the bright reflected 1light s hung over them. Ths sand--
tables were bullt and located in the cerber of the hutmert . These- gand-
E tables would be designed to represent our drop zones and objectives.

After several hours, the 5-3 arrived with more informetion concerning
"Market" and stated thet the battalion would reach here early the next marning,
While the section continued to work in the briefing room, Ceptein Kiley and I
studied the battalion mission, the reglmental misslons, and th‘e enenmy intelli=
gence reports. It was late in the night before we had completed dfaftip.g the
battalion plans s (36) | |

THE_THIRD. BATTALION ARRIVES AT THE MARS}_igLLING AREA (D-2) -

Early on the morning of 15 Sept.ember 19&1;, the troops began to arrive at
'm_; Chilbolton Airport. Each unit was guided imto their asslgned compeny |
ares and st;arted preparing themsslves for the short stay. When the companies
had fimally settled into their hutments and tehts, the battallon commander
callad for his -2 and 5-3, Together, we studied esch detail of "Market".

There were several changes made in the original drafted plans and they

were written and re-written, Finally, the orders wers ready to bs posted in

the briefihg room. Overlays were drawn, photos
tables brought to life. The briefing room seey
floored roomto one of action and energy.
of paper and meps with neat red and blue 14
ehanged from juét a bax full of dry sand i § ﬁuie‘b country~aside studded
w:l.t.h green f:l.elds, canals, roads, bridge :
and the bridges in that area seemed to le m the samd. Those were the
areas where our bitterest fighting was to take place. |
(_36) Personal knowledge.
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While the last praeparations were'baing made in the briefing room, I
walked around thé battalion area to cortact tha company commanders concerning
maps and securitj measures. Ln walking from company to company, I could mot
help but note t_.he actions of the varios groups of soldlers. They seemed to
have a casual attitude toward the emtire opcratiqn and were going about their
.duties in a most cheerful and determined mammer,

The trdops were cuite earmsstly oocupied in-drawing those supplies to
make them ompletoly ready for combat, They wers cleaning their rifles,
ahurpening knives and bayomsts; machlire gunners were filling thelr ammuni~
tion belts, and mortarmen were uncaaihg round after round of marter ammunition.
Other riflaemen were étr_ippelng grenades from tﬁeir cartons and adjusting the
pins. A few men were writing ttose last mimte letters to their wives,
mothers, and sweethearts. FEveryone was tusy, there was no tims to waste.

, The battalion went to mess late in the evening, We ate in a large
moss hall staffed and operated by area service troops. Our solders enjoyed
the thought of not having to do kit chen police duty and other labor details.
They only had to concantrate on the coming combat operation, The food was
: excallent;'wa had large steaks for almost every meal and plemty of ice cream.
It reminded one of the last meal a prisoner would get Just befare he was
~hanged, _

After mess each evening, the battalion Chaplains would hold religlous
services, It was interesting to see the large groups of tough parachutists .
gether and kneel in prayer before the variazﬁ fleld alters, We had every b
denomination in the battelion. There were Jews, Catholics, Protestants amd
only a very few atheists. Stiange, but I had never before noticed as many
of the troopers attending church, When the services were over, the soldiers
returned to their quarters and continued preparing their weapons to meset the
Germans, (37) | |

The briefing room was now ready to function, The battalion Operation
Order No. 1 had been finished aml issued to the company commanders, They

(37) Personal knowledgs. _
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would plan thedr individuai unit operations from this order., A briefing
schednle was preparad fa the next day, |

The scheduls alloted certain time psriods to each unit, The first
period was for the battalion commander to orlent all the of ficers; the
secord period was aaaigmd to the company commanders for briefing thdr

' platoon leaders and noncomnlssloned of ficers; next, the platoon leadqrs_
would brief their units, The last period was schediled for ths squad
leaders to brief their twelve men, There was no time to waste with this
schedule; all units had to brief once- and do it thoroughly. We naeded more
time, and then could be certain that each individusl sold er was familiar
w.th the ontire operation, (38)

BRIEFING DAY (D-1) -

& about 0700 houra, 16 September 1944, ths battalion commander and all
the of ficers were asserbled in the briefing room. This meéting wag quite
different to our usual of ficer conferences, There was no loud talking am

cheerful greetings among tle of ficers., They were all quiet amd resolute.
Thay had come for only one reason, that being £ o absorb every detall o the
"Market" phn. |
| The battalion commander oriented the g.foup with the high levei plang
behind the "Market-Gorden" operation. He then discussed the division ami
raéimental missions, Aftér the commander had finished, it was my turn.t_o
prasent the S-2 picture, '

The enemy situation was pointed cut on the large meps and aerisl photo~
graphs. Our flight weuld encounter flak oni:,r after peoal.ng ovar the enemy
front lines and it would probably continue to the drop zmne. There was
1ittle known sbout the enemy dispositions in the Eindhoven area, We dld
know that German service and hesadquarters troops were garriéoned in the dty
and an Officers dandidat.e School had been located at Zon. No German combat
units had been r_éparted in thess towns, Inemy forces wers not expected to
be on the drop zone; however, we could expect to encourker ]igﬁt armored

(38) Perapnal knmledge.
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pat.réln. The ci\rilia.ns throughout the area were expected to be friendly.
After complat-ing the .enemy situation, maps and photoa.were issued to the
officears. Theae document s were only issued to the key personnel within the
battalion. (39)

The Battalion S<3 took charge of the briefing after the ensmy situation
had beén discussed, He briefed the group on the detailed miseions of the
division, the regiment, and then the battalions, He started with the Third
_ Batt.a.liom "Th:la battalion will 1and on DZ "C" at 1330 hours 17 Sepbanber,
The p]anes vdll £ly over the DZ at 110 mph with an altitude of 1000 to 800
feob. Ty red light will coms on ab 1325 hours, £ive minutes befors the
green light, Al]_. troops will jump on the green iight.. A series of white
paneia will merk the DZ. Immediately upon landing on thé DZ, the battalion
wlll asssmble on: a green smoke éigrzal, morgmim.and- secure D2 wgu,t (L0)

"The First Battalion will land on the same DZ, immediately following
‘the Third Battalim; reorganize and proceed to seize the bridge at Zon,
Regimental Hoadquartera Company and the Second Battalion will land on DZ
gH, reorganize énd sttack Zon from the north. (41)

| _ﬁhen these battalions bw completed the initial missions, the regiment
"will attack to t_he south and capture ths clty of Eindhoven." (Map C)

After the S-3 briefing, the officers walked about the room studying the
operational maps, photos, overlsys, and other documents, When the battalion
commander was certain that each of ficer fully understood the *entire opevation,
the conference was dismissed. The of ficers returned te thelr respesctive units
to start their oﬁm organizational briefings.

The lights in the battalion briefing room burned throughout the night
and unit.a mnt.inued marching in and out of the room. Troops wers mrriedly
brie.fed and aome of them left the room w:l.th only & vagus idea of what they
would do after having the drop zone. (42) |
(39), (hO), (bl), (Ax2) Personal knowladge.
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Hpy DAY

Thi's was the day we lmd been "sweating mt"., It was Sunday, 17 Sep~
tember 1944, and the beginning of a beautiful sunny day. The thought of this
nmisgion being "scratched" had completely passed from every mind. It was
perfeot flying 'waather, 6eiling unlimited, and vislbility for milea,

The battalion was awake very early and everyons was arranging his com~
bat equipment. Each paraclmtist has a particular method of fixing his in-
dividua.i equipment, There is a certain way in which the troopers pack their
smell rations and fit grenades into the large thigh pockets on the combat
suite. Each trooper strapped a trench knife to his boct and fixed a pistol
or carbine where i’q canld be easily reached upon landing. They wanted to be
ready for action immediately upon landing. |

While the battalion was preparing to move to the aireraft parking areas,
the planes could still be heard circling and landing on the runways. Some of
the planes arrived so late that they only had time to 100.& and take ¢«ff. 7The
troopa wers roady' and the planes ad been parked by 0830 hours. Thirt}'bsii:
C-47's were assigned to the battalion for the air 1ift. Each compeny was
1oadéd into .nine of these planes. A plane load was composed of the plane
crew, about nineteen Jumpers and a jumpmaster. (43) _

At 0900 hours the battalion had formed into plane groups. A guide was
detailed to each group and he marched it to the waiting airoraft, Upon ar-
riwml at the planes, we found our parachutes and equipment bundles neatly
stacked beneath the planes' wings, The troopers placed the equipment bundles
in the cargo racks under the belly of the plamws, These mrachute equipment
bundles sarried e’ktra. ammunition, medical supplies, heavy commnication equip-
mé'ub, s,nd. a.nt.i—ta_hk mines. There were about four bundles loaded into each
plane. {44) | | |

The paratroopers strapped on their chutes and readjusted their equip-
ment., The individual equipment consisted of demolitions, grenades, a carbine
(43), (4k) Personsl knowledge.
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or rifls, a trench knife, rations, ammunition, and some psreonal items. Each
aoldier, with all .thl.a equipment, weighed about three hundred pounds, While
the troops were adjusting their equipment, the jumpmasters held a short con-
ference with the pilots, They disoussed details c;onoarning the flight, Jjump
sigals and the drop zome. (45) |

At 0945 hours we climbed into the planes, fastened the safety belts, and
twenty men set in:the aluminum bucket eeate ~ they faced each other - ten on
each side of the plane, The planes began to warm thelr engines and at 1000
hairs they taxied down the runways to take off. (46) '

- THE FLIGHT AND JUMP
_The planes n&da wide ciroles above the alrport. They continued to
~ eircle and rendezioua until the huge air armada was in formation, then pro-
ceeded on the scuthern roate to Holland. During the flight, one could look -

through the open ¢argo doar of the planes and see that the sky was almost
£illed wit.in troop;carrier ships., They were on both sides of us and as far
to the rear as one could see. This sight gave one a feeling of confidence
in the might of the Allied Amy. (47) |

Just before reaching the coast of France, our plane formation rendezvoﬁa-
od with the fighter escort planes. These fighters furnished high and low
pretective cover for the slow C=47 'a, Their mission was to maintain air
superiority. (48) . .

The Jumpei'a in.n;y plane were extremely quiet; most of them were staring
into jap.'.auw or trying to sleep. About thirty minutes from the dr:;p zone, the
pilot acoldently turned on the green Jump light. The troopers immediately
lesped from their seats ami prepared to jump from the plane. Upon finding
that the green li'ght_'. flash was an accldent, the group returned to their seats.
They continued to be tense arnd nervous during the remeining prt of the
fligit. (49) |

The formation passed over the front lines, The Allied lines were
(45),.' (46) (h'?),f (48), (49) Personal knowledge. |
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eanily recogqimed: by their display of identification panels and the arange
smoke., Enemy anti-aircraft fire started bursting throughout the formation
Just after we croéaed the Germsn lines, The flak became more intense as we
flew deeper into f.he enemy lines, The escort fighter plames zoomed at timse
flak gun poéitim:s and many of them were destroyed by rockets and strafing.
Only a &mall numbér of the C~-47's were aérioualy damged by the eneﬁar fire, .
From ouf‘plane, wé saw only twd of the many troop ships go down in smoke,
(50) | |
. The red light flashed on at 1325 hours. The parachutists stood up,
hooked thelr static lines to the cable and waited for the green jump light .
As Jumpmsster, I leaned out of the plane door and searched for the panels
whioh the Pathfinders had weed to mark DZ "C". When we aased over these
_i:anela the green light flashed and automatica:]ly we jumped from the plane. (51)

REORGANIZATION ON DZ "GV AND THE ATTAGK ON ZQN o

Plane after plane flew orer the _d'mp-zono and discharged the paratroopers -

the sky seemed to be filled with them, The troopers oriented themselves im-
mediately upon hitting the ground and rushed for their res péctiVe unit aesembly
areae, The aasenﬁly areas were generally located in a group of woods on thse
gouthern odge of the drop zone., The reorganization of the battalion war com-
pleted with liktle confusion and no emeny resistance encountered,

_ The First Battalion did not reorganize as a complete unit. As eloments
of that battalion were assembled, they rushed to accomplish their mission of
selzing the bridge near Zon. (52) (Map D)

The Second Battalimn completély reqrganiz’ad and proceeded on its mission
of attacking Zon from the nerth. The attack started aboat an hour after the
regimert had landed. (53) (Map D)

h The Third Bﬁtt&lion, which ﬁé.a the first unit to land on DZ "C", recr-
ganized and. qu:lbkly secured the drop zone by encireling it _with' riflemen and
machine g.mé. The defense of the DZ was only held a short time before it
(50), (51) ‘.f'ersonial knowledge; (52); (53) Recent Statement of Lt. Col. Charles
Ho Chase, foruer 506th Regimerbal Executive Officer.
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was taken over by unita of the 502d Parachute Infantry Regiment., After being
relieved, the Third Battalion reverted to z;egi.mental reserve and was located
onl&- a few hundred y_a.rda southeast of the drop zone. {54) (Map D)_

The Zon area was defended by groups 'of German riflemen and two 86-mm
artillery pleces. The First and Second _Batﬁalions captured the town of 2Zen
in a short time and with relat ively few casualties, ﬂhan these battalions.
regchad the Zon bridge, the Germans blew it up in their faces, A platoon of
the 326th A'irbomé Engineer Battalion, which was attached to the 506th, quickly
sta_f’oed building a foot bﬁidge to cross the.cana.l. It was after dark when
the bridge .waa coniplated. (55) (Map b)

The regiment began cro'aaing'the foot bridge the minute it was complated
ani moved soithward on the highwey toward Eindhoven. It halted at the small
town of Bokt and received orders to organize a defenée'poait.ion south of the
tom. (56) (uap D) |

The bﬁtt'aiion'defense at Bokt was hastily organized. The troops were
very tired snd mny went to sleep without "digglng in" their positions. No
fire plan was wed and no patrols were sent forward of the immediate area.
Some of the aoldiex;s did not know the "Password" and challenging was doms in
a careless .manner. (57) | | |

later in t.ha;n:l_.ght; we received orders from regiment to be jprepared to
attack Eindhoven early the next morming. The plan for the attack was to
advance on the city in column of bat.taliohé; the Third Batta;l.ion was to iead
the formtion, roilowad by the Second and First, ‘The route of advance was
the main highway leading from Bokt to Eindhoven. (58)

THE ATTACK ON EINDHOVEN (D plus 1)

It ha.d.ra.:l.ned the night before, but ﬁoday was clear and the troops
were awake early reparing for the attack ‘on Eindhoven. The attack on the
city was mitiall_fy planned to take place during the night of 17 September
' 19141;., but wae postpo:ied because a large force of enemy troops were reported
(54), (55), (56), (57), (58) Personal knowledge.
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moving into the city. (59)

The Third Battalion was scheduled to move cub at 0800. hours. The attack
fw:ﬁﬁim'waa tﬁo- oompan:lg 8 forward and ohe back., H Oompamr was on the
battalion left. I Company on the right, followed by G Company. Headquarters
company was abat 'alix hurdired yards to the center rear of the battalion. The
S-E-.iaa ordered to -p'ecéde the battelion with a patrol by about fifteen mihut-és.
Our misaion was to locate any eneny positions on or near the highway leading.
into Eindhoven. The patrol consisted of the S-2, four enlisted men and one
SCR 300 ra._d:l.o opei'ator. e departéd from the battalion area at 0745 howrs,
orossed the fleld at Bokt, anl headed south dowm the open highway. (60)

(Map E).

The patrol ad moved down the highway for several hundred yards and then
notloed the leading aompsﬁies of £he bat?talion moving inte position. H and
I copanies were in the fields on either side of the highway. (61)

' ‘The patrol continued on a few more hundred yards then were fired upon
from hedgefows on elther side of the higiway. One member of the patrol was:
wounded. We quiokly took sover in the nearby ditches and sent a radlo message
to.the battalion commander. It was assumed that the fire had come from an
eneay platoon armed with machine guns and rifles. (Map E)

The battalion continued to advance, thus causing the enemy to slowly
withdraw toward the center of Eindhoven, As the unit reéached the outekirts
of ;iié ‘elty, the enemy fire inereased. The assault campanies deployed their
platoons and made read;lr for more action. The enemy had now ceased 'wﬁ.thdrawing
and wanbed to stand their ground. (62)

‘The German zachine gun, martar; and direct fires from two 88-mm gun
poaitiozis caused the battalion to cease advancing. H Company, on the left,
wag loaaf.éd in a deap and long ditoch. To their front was a wide and open
£ield bordered by a row of brick houses. The Germans had occupled these
houses and were firing directly into the face of H Company, {63) (Map E)
(59), (60), (61), (62), (63) Poreonal knowledge. |
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On the battalion right .waa I Company; it was also recelving heavy fire
from occupled houﬁea to its front and they could not move forward. G Com-
pany in the reserve position, was committed on the immediate right flank of
I Company. After reaching this position, they were involved in the same
énenur fire whi ch was hd.lding down I Company, The entire battalion was on
line and could go;no further forward. (64) (Map E)

At the Battalion Command Post, the S-3, Captain Kiley, was preparing to
" call the regimen: for assistance. The battallen commander coald not be Located,
_Be had been last aeeﬁ in the G Gompimy front lines. While Captain Kiley and
I were t.alking at;'t.he command post, a clear message came over the battalion
radio. The message stated, "All the officers in H Company have been killed.
We are pinned dow_i and cannot move} gend an officér_to take command of the
company." (65) |

The"battalioﬁ commndei' entered the command post as the message from
H Company was bejég received. He sent me to take commnd of the company.

As I was leaving,:a. sniper fired and hi‘a bullet hit Capbain Kiley in thah
throat, killing him instantly. ‘

Upon arriving at H Company, I found the entire unit stretched ot 4n a
deep ditch. The ditoh contained many wounded and dead soldiers lying about.
It wee faand that the ocompany of ficers haci not been killed, just the company
comnander and one: plat..oon leader had been serimsly wunded. The platoon
leaders were contacted and & plan was made to continue the attack. One
-pla_.toon,- with maé.hine guns and mortare, remained in the diteh te eupport the
attack. The ot_mf:r two platoons attacked from tho right and J.Qrt. of the com~ -
By ‘I'ha attack: was successful, for H Company selized the row of hoases to
64ur front and captured a number of prisoners. The company could advance no
further and requsat.ed aasiatance.

The regimental eomnder ordered the Second Battalion on a wide éweeping
movement armnd't_he Third Battalion left flank. The enveglopment wag successful
(61;) , (65) Persanal knowledg_e. | |
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in des'tro.ving the two 88-mm gun positions and completely raiting the ef;%
: f A, Foll s
After the pressure had been relieved on the Third Battalion front, it pushed

into the center of Eindhoven. The Second Battalion continued forward and

-~

occupled the foar bridges which crossed the Dommel River. (66)

The Duteh civilians were. very friendly érﬂ cooperative chi‘:l.ng the
fighting; however, many times they would hinder our operations by rendering
exaggerated enemy infarmation. After the battle far Eindhoven, hundreds of
clvilians orowded the streets and waved their orange flags of freedom.
Suddenly the crow@ls became silent and mshed £rom the streets into their
houses. The flage stopped waving and within only a few minutes few elvilians
were in aigh_t. A German panzer division had heex; reported advancing on
Elndhoven. The report was later found to be false, (66)

Orders were issued to occupy Eindhoven and defense sectors were asslgned
to each battalion, The First Battalion wae given the northwestern portion of
the city. The Second Battalion was essigned to defend the eastern section
and oooupy the Dommel River bridges. The Third Battalion moved into the sauth-
western part of ti;e ciby. (67) (Map E)

Each com;anyf was asaighed@ sector in the battalion area, Riflemen dug
foxholes along the streets and placed road-blocks at street intersections,
Patrols were sent’ aut to the southern edge of the city. These patrols were
' to observe any enemy acﬁivity and also wateh for British units. Just before
dark we heard tanks moving into the edge of Eindhoven. Our first thought
was that of a Germen armwed attack. later the tanks were found to be the
British Guards Armored Divieion. It was a comfarting feeling te know we
now had contact with the British Second Army and also armored suﬁport was
available. (68) . _ |

THE THIRD BATTALTON IN EINDHOVEN (D plus 2)

We had been on Dutch soil only ﬁwo'dayé #nd our 'lﬁok had not been too
bad. The regima&, had accanplished each misaion, there had been relatively
(66), (67), (68) Personal knowledge.
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Pew casualties and the troops! morale was extremely hig.

The morning af 19 Séptem‘ber 1944, was spent improving ow defensive pos-
:l_iaj.onb, reorganizing the companies, and cleaning equipment, The British had
now pushed through Eindhoven ami a steady stream of euwpply velicles were on
the highwsy movmg northward, ' |

In the middle of the afterncon the battalion received orders to move
from Eindhoven arxi ocoﬁpy the town of Winterle. It was a small town loocated

sbout six miles wﬁst. of our presem; positions. The enemy situation in
Winterle waa not knom; thnrefora; we expected almost anything to happen.
(69)) (HSP E)

The ba.tta.lion column had cleared the outskirts of HEindhoven at 1900
hours. The formtion moving toward Winterle was column of companies, G
lea'.ding,' folluwed'by I, Headquarters and H Compa.nies.. It was now dark and .
the colum moved yery slow across the rough terrain, |

The unit wss wibhin bout two miles from Winterle wien bhe battslion
point' haited & group of Dutch elvilians. They were questioned about the
enemy aotivity around the town of Winterle. The civilians reported that meny
Germans had evaouhte_d the town Just before dgrlc. To confirm this report we
'organi'&ed.a. large: patrol to reconnoiter the Winterle area hefcre the battalion
moved any further, {70) (Hap E)

While the Dut-ch civiliam were being questioned we could hear the dron-
| :tng sand of German planes. The planes had reached Eindhoven and were dropping
parachute fla.rea,.-t.he entire clty area seemed to become bright as day. About
twenty Nazi planes followed the flares and bombed the center of the city. (71)

Tho batt.alion marched back to Eindhoven and found that the borbing had
caneed meny fires throughout the area., The British column which had been
atea_dily mnvling thrazgh the 'st.reets_ had heen malted by burning supply trucks.
After seeing thls destruction, we realigzed how..tortunata_ the battalion h#d
beqn when 1t recéived orders to move from Eindhoven to Winterle. The remaining
(69), (70), (71) Perscnel knowledgs, ’
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part of 19 September 194k, was spent in arganizing our mreviously occupied
defensive positions and wondering if those bombers would retumn to the city.
(72)

- ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

Operetion "ﬁé.rket" was the iargeat airborne cperetion ever attempted by ‘
| any army. Tt wé.a_: the first time a single organization (First Allied Airborme

Army) had the organic means of anployihg every phase of airborne warfare. ..

This operation was definitely a step toward the resent theory of unification

of gervices and command. |

~ The operations of the First Allied Airborne Ammy exhibited expert coor-
dination between ﬁhe British and American staffs and also between the air and
ground forces of both naticns., The coordination enteiled in this operation
was emphasized by the following facts: a British general wae commandlng an
.untried_ newly organized amy composed of Bfitish, Polish, and American troops;
British fighter aircraft successfully escorted American planes and Eritish
armop supported U. S, Infantry. These general facts prove the extent of
coordination which was 'required at all lsvels within the airborne army.

. The initisl success of tle airbome attack in Holland depended upon
saveral msjor factors: (1) The overall coordination between the units with-
in the airborne army; (2) The careful and at.ra.t.egicél selection of p.arachute
drop zmes; (3) The tactical planning and considerations in the assignment
of unit missions; (4) The high morale and aggressive spirit of the airborne
troops. (Ttmw factors, welded together, made the First Allied Airborne Ammy
a auccgsaful fighting t.ea.m.) . |

The drop ﬁon’_e assigned to the Third Battalion was in strict accordance
with the airbome dootrine that a DZ should be located as near to the unit
objective a8 poseible, DZ "C" was ideally located. It was within two mileas
of the town of Zon and the bridge crossing the Wilhelmina Canal. This dis-
tance allowed sufficient space for the battalions to maneuver and éuickly
attaak thedr objectives. When a drop zone ie too distant for the troop ob-
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Jeetive, the eleme_ﬁb of surprise is lost. The enemy is allowed time to plan
cmnt.e.r-attacks and reinfarce their local defense.

. The attack on Zon caught the enemy by complete surprise. The airborme
forces had seized _-their objeotives so swiftly thst ﬁhs local defenses had no
time to be rainfcrcad. .

The battalion preparation and movement to the mrshall:lng area on 15
Sept.amber 1944, was completed without confusion or disorder. FPrior to being
alerted for "Markst! the battalion rad practised moving into marshalling aress.
They had also canplétely prepared for several airbome missions which had been
cancelled. Such preparations gave the battalion valuable experience in the
complicated procedures involved in mrahalling area techmiques. Every @it
should have a "Standard Operating Procedure!! conoerning preparations for air-
borne missions.

The 1ocation.and operation of the marshalling wes excellemt. It was

| ait.u_at".ed adjacent to the "take of f" alrport. This location allowed close
peraonal lisison between the air and gmﬁnd pefaonnel; mich liaison is defi-
nitely necessary. The marahailing area was _atarfed and completely operated
by non-combatant ﬁervice personnel, This method allowed the airborne troops
to concentrate on%_ their hattle meparations and forget about t.h;s various
labor details,

' The briefin'g mriod assigned to the Third Battalion was too short.
Briefing md to be done too guickly. ALL per sonnel were gemsrally brisfed,

/'\J-but mny of the soldiers did not know what their unit was to do after it
assembled on the drop zme. Sufficlent time should be given in briefing to
allow the company; commanders the opportunity to review their unite and re-
brief any individjual who does not fully urderstand his mrt in the operation,
Maps and aerial ﬁlotographa were only issued to key personnel within the
battalion. Small maps and printed photos should be distributed to the in-
dividual aoldier;.‘:.n ader for him to perform his combat ditiss more effective.

ly and also gather more accurate infarmation concerning the enemy.
R3_



The bé.ttalioh started load ng the alireraft at 0945 howrs, 17 Sepbenber
1944. Some of the planss had arrived at the airport only a few minutes be-
fors the troops boarded them. It would have been mioh less confusing if all
the planss had been parked in their assigned areas the night of D-2, This
waild have enabled the equipment bundles to heve been placed in the carge
racks before the troops arrived at the planee. |

The first tilﬁa many of the jumpmsters saw their pllois was ab the
ailrport just prior to "take off" time. MNost of the jJumpmasters held a short
conference with tlieir ;;eapactivé pllots while the troops were fitting their
mrachutes, Just before loading tiwe is not the most favorabls time for a
conference with the pilots. The pilot-jumpmaster conference should be held
on D-1 and at that time they should discuss avery detail concerning the .fliglt;
Jump signals, and drop zones, Sucha conference coordinates the efforts of
both air and ground uniﬁs'a.nd emables both services to have a greater underw
standing of each others mission. Harmony mast \start with the lower echelons,

Tha flight over t,!_n drop zcm' at Zon was ideal a.coording to airborne
beliofa. The pilots flew at the proper airspeed and diséharged the para-
chutists at the correct altitude. No evasive action was taicen when the anti-
alreraft fire was received by the flight formation., The pilots held their
planes on course ard the formation passed over the DZ under their complete
control. By flying a steady course, lneepin.g the correct airspsed and main-
taining the proper altitude, the airborne troops were dropped squarely on
DZ "C", Thus they were able to assemble aml reorganize much faster than it
was expected, )

On the night of 17 September 1944, the 506th Parachute Infantry was in
a defensive position based on the tom of Bokt. The Third Battalion's area
was _not well defe:hded. It 1s believed that an enamy attack in that area |
wauld have been successful and poasibly the capture of Eindhoven would have
been delayed. The battalion did not have a coordinated fire plan, security
within the area was poor, and o'ut.poats were lmproperly posted. The violation
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"of such defenaive: pr:l.nciplea can be a fatal mistsake,

‘The original plan for the 506th to attadk Eindhoven during the night. of
17 September 1944, was poatponed because of a report that strong enany forces
were occupying thé olty. After receiving this report, no patrols were dis-
pa.t_ched to verify its correctness a to locate any enemy positions. It is
believed that 'Bevéral' patrols should have visited the eity to determine the
enemy dispos ition§ and to find favorable routes of approasch for the attack.
If the report had;'be.en found to be incorrect, the attack could have baken
" place as originally planned and the daylight frontal assault on Eindnoven
would have been ﬁ.iroidad.

The 'I.‘hﬂ.r(i Battalion attack on Eindhoven was precaded by a patrol led
by the §-2, The écout.s from the leading companiss could lave accamplished
the same mission as the ptrol. It should not have been led by & battalion |
staff of ficer, atﬁ should have been sent to reconnclter Eindhoven several
hours be.tore the attack. During the attack a staff of ficer has many more
.‘l.mportant duties tha.n leading patrols,

¥When the leading companies o the Third Bat.talion were forced to halt
their advance on Eindhoven, the \;;;;eaerve company was comnitted on the immed-
date right flank of I Company. The reserve was ihvolv'ad in the same fire
fight as I Company and they were also foreed to hal_.t. G Company (reserve)
‘should have made a wide sweeping movement and hit the enemy on their extreme
left flank. Thias mannﬁvar would have relieved the mressure on I Company and
poselbly would haﬁe enabled them to advance.

" No patrols wére sent to reconnoiter the town of Winterle before the
battalion dapa.rture froam Eindhoven., A reconnissance should have been made
of the town area and also the battaelion's route of approach to the ares.
More informtion concerning Winterle would have enabled the battalion come
mander to devise mare definite plans concerning the ocoupation of the town,

Some o bhe'iesama taught by operation "Market! werss
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L. Goordimhion is neceasary at all lavela of comm.nd. when a force
ia oomposed of unita from different nations. The First Allied Airborna
Arnw is an excellent example of coordination between allles.
2, Drop zoms for airbome troops mst be located near the unit ob~
jectives., o | |

3¢ Alrborne troops must be aggressive, move ewiftly, and seize their
objactivss :I.nmadiately af‘t.ar landing. The enemy cannot be allowed time to

e

strengthen its defense,

4o The element of surpriae is one of the most pomrml weapons carrded

by airbome troops, if the eneny is forewarned, he will employ his reserves
. and reinfq'ce the local defenaiw posit ions,

5 Marshalling areas for airborne units should be looated adjaoent
to the "take orf" airrialds in order to permit the necessary personal iisleson
between t.he air a.nd gmund units,

6. lla.rsha.lling areas should be opara.ted by nonw~combatant service
personnol who are specially trained in that type of duty.

7 B:'iefing schedules should allow sufficlent time for each individual
soldier to paom thoroughly familiar with his unit's misaion.

Be Small maps anﬂ printed aeria.l photos of the operational area should
be iasued to the individual soldier. ‘fh;ée d;ﬁoume:ta would enable him to
perform his duties more effectively and gather more acourate infarmtion con-
cerning the enemy,

9, Pilaks and Jumpmatera should hold a- formal conference before an
airborms Operat.i on. ._ The conferance ahould coordinate all details eoncarning
the i‘light and drop zonea.

10. Alr Force units dropping para.chut.iat.s mast maintain t.ha correct’
alrspeed, gltitude, ‘and avold evasive action.

ll.. Px'indipio_a of defense mst be applied in all defensive situations,
The vio]at.:_l.on' of ﬁhese principles may affect the entire opera.’oidn. ’
o 12, Raconnaisgance patrola should not be given missims t.hat unit. acouts

could a.ccomplieh.
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13, Reoonnaisaanca ;atrols R whenevsr posaibla, ahould preceda any un:!.t
movemant in unlmom enemy terr:l.t.ory. Dur:lng the initial phaaos of an aiv-

borne operatim, the time element may not allow regonnaissance patrols to

the objective.

T/ ,Batt_alion staff of ficers should not normally be assigned as patrol
leaders. o

| '.:I..5. When 1t :l.a poaaibla, the battalion reserve should envelope the
enemw'a fla.nk and maneuver wide enough to avoid being involved in the same

rire fight as the front 1ine companies, When the reserve company is pinned

down with the assault companies, the reserve is useless.
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